
Dear Friends of the Las Cruces Academy, 
 
 We’re renewing our public newsletter to bring you the news of the school each quarter.  There’s 
much to relate.  A quick source for current news and opportunities is our completely revamped website, 
https://lascrucesacademy.org.  It runs in Wordpress with great layout, fully updated content, and much 
more functionality.  It’s secure (the https) and mobile-friendly, so the views work very well even on a 
mobile phone.  Those two traits keep us ranked well in Google.  The News and Events link on the top 
menu will bring you the most recent events in reverse chronological order.  We also have a Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/lascrucesacademy.org/) with copious information on events big and 
small. 
 
 On December 17th, during our end-of-term performance, our students sang in 10 languages – 
English, Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, and a host of other languages from around the world, including 
American Sign Language (below).  At the event we highlighted the completion of a remarkable three-
year project to design and build a periodic table of the chemical elements (below) with LED lights to 
highlight each element and 356 different student-created narrations about the elements 
(https://youtu.be/urcIdu2K_WU). 

 
 
 We’re halfway through our 8th year of classes, having begun in August, 2009 in space on the 
Downtown Mall with cherished landlords Dave & Kathy Blanchard.  Since August, 2012 we have been in 
expansive and excellent space in Mesilla, in the former Preston Contemporary Art Center (PIX), with 
equally cherished landlords, Tinsley and Anita Preston. 
 
 We’re also in the 2nd year of our new middle-school program, for which we generated 8 new 
subject classes, including middle-school science (VIDEO), technology, computer programming (shared as 
well with the 5th-graders), Chinese history and geography (alternated with biogeography), and dedicated 
courses in math, English reading, English writing, and social studies.  We have 4 students, hoping to 
expand enrollment but doing very well right now. They work very well as a group.   
 
 Our students are blossoming, in the words of parents – younger students becoming proficient 
and avid readers and exploring the world, older students pursuing activities from publishing a 
newspaper to rocketry.  We have 10 students in the early K and kindergarten class, 8 in grades 1 & 2, 9 
in grades 3-5, and the aforementioned 4 in middle school.  That leads to news of our teachers who serve 
the students so well, and the after-school clubs they run on their initiative.  Elizabeth Brasher, whom we 
hired in 2013 to teach English, has expanded to teach Spanish 1-2, Spanish 3-8, social studies 3-5, and 
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music 3-8.  She also started the after-school clubs in engineering (with LCA parent Jessica Houston) and 
in theater; the students asked to start a newspaper, the LCA Times, which she advises.  The engineering 
club alternates with the Junior First Lego League club, preparing for a presentation in El Paso in February 
by students up to age 9.  Ellen Armitage, whom we hired in 2014 to teach math, also teaches middle-
school social studies and geography.  Arielle Lane, whom we hired in 2015, teaches the early K-K class of 
10 students (near the size limit; if your friends or neighbors are considering enrolling their children, 
encourage them to apply now).  She has Montessori training.  She started the gardening club and the 
American Sign Language club, gathering many younger students and some older ones.  Janet Hain, 
whom we hired in 2014, teaches grades 1 and 2.  Our treasured Chinese teacher, Mei Dai, has been with 
us from the very beginning of the LCA.  She coached two students, Arabella and Alegra, who 
represented the state of New Mexico at a competition run by the Chinese cultural attaché in Los 
Angeles.  She’s moving at the end of the year to Tucson and we’ll miss her greatly, but another teacher 
will be coming with the guidance of the Confucius Institute. 

 
 
 We’ll break the paragraph for readability and tell about our volunteer teachers, our volunteers 
for many other worthy tasks, and opportunities for volunteering. As Head of School, I (Lou Ellen) work as 
a volunteer all the time, including teaching science at three levels, middle-school Chinese history and 
biogeography, art, PE, cursive handwriting, and touch-typing.  This semester I also taught archery in PE 
(below).  I’m also the resource for all teachers. I create the weekly newsletter and the very detailed 
narrative report cards, collating information from the teachers, board, volunteers, and others.  I (Vince) 
am our Board Chair, also volunteering full-time and teaching middle-school science, technology, and 
tennis at five levels.  I do the business planning and keep the books.  With our son, David, I created the 
website and maintain it, and I keep our Facebook page going.  David also created an amazing Matlab 
program that uses the mathematical technique of simulated annealing to generate highly optimized 
schedules for our very complicated school with 35 classes for 33 students.  He also is a great advisor for 
operations and for IT.  Mark Leisher, an IT guru from NMSU and also an LCA parent, teaches computer 
programming as a volunteer. He also maintains our Linux computers.  LCA parents Paul Bowman and 
Ken Haubner as volunteers created and taught a new course, music appreciation for grades K-5.   
 
We have many other volunteers to thank, beginning with the Parent Committee that meets monthly (or 
weekly, as big events approach) to work on publicity, fundraising, and more.  Other parents, 
grandparents, and community friends volunteer to clean the school daily to weekly, help with 
fundraisers and publicity events, pick up our Friday pizzas, make presentations in the classrooms (e.g., 
snakes, below!), advise us on hiring teachers, and more.  We’re happy to engage you or your friends, 
too; our website has all the contact information.  Some ways you may be happy to help are listed on our 
website (https://www.lascrucesacademy.org/ways-to-give/volunteer/ ).  We also thank our Board 
members Dr. Paul Deason and Col. Harry Hellmuth (ret.) for their service in casting critical eyes on our 
operations and finding resources. 
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 Our finances are stable, with tuition covering on average 92% of costs.  Donations cover the 
balance that lets us maintain fine programs in small classes with expert teachers and to add new 
programs and services.  Our parents and their friends, our board, and our community friends donate 
each year to our Annual Fund, last year providing over $15K.  Every year we have received scholarship 
funds from El Paso Electric.  These past twelve months have seen income, publicity, and community 
friendship from Barnes and Noble (two events, $3.8K), our signature fundraiser and community event 
Food for Thought ($4.1K net; picture below), sales of merchant coupon books ($1.9K), and spontaneous 
donations ($2.4K).  Enrollment gains are the best support.  We work on that all the time; word-of-mouth 
publicity by our LCA parents, our website, our Facebook page, and our participation in many events help 
us.  Your suggestions and your referrals will help very much.  Our current tuition is $8096 per year, a 
bargain for high academics in small classes.  We have partial scholarships to help several families each 
year to benefit from our teaching.  It’s more than teaching.  We have an environment that’s safe and 
that builds social and emotional growth for our students, whom we cultivate as good citizens and future 
community leaders. 



 
 
 There’s more news all the time.  When you can’t wait for this quarterly public newsletter, please 
email us, call us, or drop in.  Don’t be concerned about disrupting classes; our students are used to 
having visitors who bring so much to the school. 
 
 Thanks for reading this and for being friends of the Academy. 
 
Lou Ellen and Vince, for the Board, the teachers, and the students past and present 


